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turned out to be a farce; and the principal victim of the farce
was not the prisoner but the prosecutor. Darrow put Bryan
through a grueling cross examination. It was a spectacle more
painful than ludicrous.

Darrow: Do you believe, Mr. Bryan, that God made a fish
big enough to swallow Jonah?

Bryan: Yes, sir.

Darrow: Do you believe that all the living things that were
not contained in Noah's Ark (during the flood) were destroyed?

Bryan: I think the fish may have lived . . . What I say about
the fish is merely a matter of humor.

Darrow: Do you think the sun was made on the fourth day
(of creation)?

Bryan: Yes.

Darrow: And they had evening and morning (on the first
three days) without the sun?

Bryan: I believe in creation as told in the Bible; and if I am
not able to explain it, I will accept it.

Finally, when Darrow pointed out the necessity of every hu-
man being to increase his knowledge and to use his mind, Bryan
significantly remarked: "I have all the information I want to live
by and to die by.39

The trial ended, as everybody had expected, in a conviction
against the defendant. Indeed, Darrow had asked for it. There
was no question that Scopes had deliberately violated the law
in his teaching of evolution. Scopes had offered himself as a
willing martyr in order to demonstrate the stupidity of that par-
ticular law. And his martyrdom was successful and compara-
tively light.

But Bryan's martyrdom was a heavy and pathetic failure.
Scopes forfeited a fine of $100. Bryan forfeited the respect of
the entire civilized world.

And, in addition to that, he laid down his life, The exertion
and the humiliation of the trial had proved too much for him.
Efc died only five days after it was ended.
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